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August 29, 2023
The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting on Tuesday, in the J. Grant Keys
Administration Building, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 4:30 p.m. with the following members present: Commissioner David J. Moore,
President, Commissioner Jeff Riddell, Vice-President, Commissioner Michelle Hung, Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk
JOURNAL ENTRY

Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.

Clerk called roll; Commissioner Moore, Commissioner Riddell & Commissioner Hung

The following business was transacted

PUBLIC HEARING:

s

4:30 p.m. - Cobb Ditch Drainage Improvement Project — New Russia Township, Don Romancak, Stormwater

Clerk said today is the public hearing for the Cobb Ditch Drainage Improvement Project. In accordance with ORC Section 6117 notice
was given on July 5, 2023 from the Lorain County Stormwater Management District for Cobb Ditch Drainage Improvement Project, New Russia
Township.

This project will remove sediment from approximately 1,174 ft of Cobb Ditch, treat for invasive plan species, remove log jams and
obstructions and restore slopes where necessary. Cleaning out built up sediment in culvert under Butternut Ridge Road and install access for

maintenance of the ditch.

The location of said project begins at the southern edge of Echoing Hills Village, 45970 Butternut Ridge Road, Oberlin, Ohio 44074 and
following the Cobb Ditch north towards the northern edge of the property.

Res#23-511, adopted July 14, 2023 fixed the date of the view and hearing

August 1, 2023, 1 certified letter was sent to owner Echoing Hills

August 15 & 22, 2023 publication was in the Chronicle Telegram

Commissioner Moore asked Assistant County Prosecutor Peltz to swear anyone in wishing to give testimony, Romancak said he does.

Commissioner Moore said no one is here from Engineer’s Office.

Commissioner Moore asked Don Romancak from Stormwater if he had any comments.

Don Romancak said good evening and thanked the Board. This is in addition to Lorain County general plan of drainage under 6117. This
body of water is known as Cobb Ditch and was brought to them by New Russia Township Trustees and numerous residents and will talk about in

a little bit. This is the initial phase of the project where actually ditch reshaping is needed to restore the original ditch and provide immediate
improvement to public lands. The New Russia Township Park is just across the street.

Romancak said again, the location of the ditch is off Butternut Ridge Rd, New Russia Township and running from the culvert and will
clean out the culvert under Butternut Ridge and extend all along the way east of Echoing Hills to the north. He said Lyn Ickes, Stormwater Manager,
has been out to the project and her summer crew sprayed for invasive species, so when they do go out for construction the invasive should be dead
and won’t be worried about spreading the invasive when they dispose of the dirt or spoils that come out of it. They will be removing plus or minus
2 ft of sediment and restore shape of ditch for about 1,200 ft and will provide an outlet for the park that is currently experiencing flooding and is a
detention basin for the time being. This will be constructed using ARPA funds and is part of the $6.5 million the Commissioners set aside for the
Stormwater District. The easement has been signed and recorded, so has the consent of the property owner to go onto the property and do the
project. When he wrote this, there were actual easements being prepared to take this project to Russia Road and they arrived today and will be
sending those out the adjacent property owners going down stream and looking at more of a log jam removal and obstruction removal to continue
to allow that water to flow. This is the most intensive part of that ditch and also have some wetlands they will be dealing with. Lastly, this is
something that Greg had asked to make sure that we all understand. This project is necessary to be constructed in accordance with the General
Plan and is necessary for the preservation and promotion of the public health and welfare and special assessments shall not be collected. So 100%
of the cost will be borne by the county and in this case using ARPA funds that were received.
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Journal entry cont. August 29, 2023

This picture shows a plan view and the green is wetland areas. When they work through this green the?y will lay down timber mats to
protect the wetland and below is the new flow line and existing and the gap in between is what they’ll be excavating.

[

PROFILE - COBR DITCH

Romancak said the estimated cost of construction is $187,664 and 1,200 feet of the ditch will be restored.
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Romancak said the ditch will look similar to this one a typical 2-1 slope and about a 4 ft bottom. They will have a small easement on the
west side and a larger easement on the east side. It will be about 25 ft to give the ability to bring the equipment in, excavate and using a 1 step
method to bring it out of the ditch and into a dump truck to haul away the spoils. The spoils will not be side cast but they’1l work with the local
homeowners to see if they would like to take the spoils on the farm fields. They have a lot of active agricultural in this area and they may have

low areas as long as it is not in a flood plain nor in a wetland area

TYPICAL DITCH SECTION

Romancak said their next steps after the hearing if the board decides to go forward are: they can go out to bid as early as 5 days
assuming that no one objects to this project. This project will come back to the Commissioners for an award of a contract to a successful
contractor. As he stated a little bit earlier they are currently developing an extension on this project so they will be back for other log jam
removals and obstructions along with easements that they will have with those. He has talked with 19 owners so far and of those 19, 15 have had
no opposition and some wanted their easement immediately but he was still drafting it and was not sure which side of the ditch they would be
working on. With that, his presentation is over and is happy to answer any questions you may have.

Riddell asked if we have identified the source of the sediment? Romancak said it really comes from basically the entire watershed. He
does believe that a fair amount is accumulating more rapidly because of the reeds and tall grasses that grew up in that ditch. So, for every spec of
sediment that comes off of the roadway, out of the park and even for Echoing Hills Village, they do farm a portion of their property and that
probably is the source of the sediment and it is a very large watershed area encompassing most of the park, some of the cemetery and taking
water from both sides of Butternut Ridge quite a ways down. This watershed if it was under 6131 they would have had to notify a whole lot more
people than just one property owner and sediment would be derived from all those different places and this ditch has not been cleaned in many
years and this is why the sediment is so deep. Riddell said that is what he was Just going to ask because 2 feet sounds like a lot. Romancak said it
is. Riddell said with the timing it should work out that they can get rid of that on the neighboring property owners after harvest that would be
wonderful. Romancak said yes and he does know one of the property owners, Mr. Thornton, has been in constant contact with him because he
was one of the people that brought it to his attention at the same time the Township was. So, he will be anxious of hearing from him in the next

couple of days.
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Journal entry cont. August 29, 2023

Moore said this is part of the what the Assistant County Prosecutor Peltz worked on 6117 to speed up. Peltz said Mr. Romancak you
might have addressed this and he neglected to hear it and apologizes but how does the ditch currently exist and what problems could be
potentially be alleviated by this? Romancak said currently the ditch is filled with about 2 ft of sediment and because of that filling, it hgs lost
some of its shapes so the slopes are not adequate. From a previous project from several years ago, there were some side castings that will be
removed and then there is an extraordinary amount of reeds and cattails. They have already begun addressing that by sending a crew out to spray
that with the permission of the property owners so that when it comes time to excavate, they are not spreading that plant to take root some place
else, like the middle of a farm field or someone’s garden or where ever this dirt may end of going. They also will address the drainage for the
New Russia Township Park that gets inundated on a fairly regular basis which makes roughly 3-6 acres un-mowable and then unusable to the
public, in addition to the poor drainage on the east and west along Butternut Ridge Road for some of the residents. This will also begin to
provide an adequate outlet for future improvements. There is a lateral they are not touching at this time that Echoing Hills Village could clean
out which would also benefit the Discount Drug Mart that fronts on Russia Road. This could be a very large watershed going forward but
cleaning out this portion will encapsulate the potential outlet for that lateral as well. Is that sufficient? Peltz said yes.

Moore said they were talking earlier before the cameras were rolling about the definition of the maintenance agreement when it comes to
maintaining these properties. Currently that is under the control of the County Engineer? Romancak said yes. Moore said the Commissioners are
the ones when they have hearing people think Commissioners control and then they complain. Can we talk a little bit about what they talked
about before camera and some of what the future holds? Romancak said absolutely. One of the major changes the Board of Commissioners made
as well as is to bring on additional staff to be able to assist in things and bring maintenance in house and closer to the Commissioners. This year
they have Lyn Ickes go out with the County Engineer staff to do inspections and that is the first step towards maintenance. She has now
identified several ditches that do need maintenance and in the process of coming up with specifications to be able to then get those ditches
improved or maintained and bring them back. The County Engineer continues to do mowing and basically make sure the trees and shrubs do not
get established. She has identified a couple of areas that are desperately in need of maintenance and they are prioritizing those. They are also
looking at alternate sources of funding and best management practices that they might be able to apply to some of these such as, using a 2-stage
channel or a self-forming channel in some places and that may make them eligible to go after some H20hio funds if conditions are correct. They
also brought on summer seasonal workers that have assisted with both Lyn on inspections and spraying safely during the season and also have
Matt Arnold under their control for dry weather screenings. So, these are some of the steps they are taking to bring a little better control both
organizationally as well as cost.

Moore said the main thing he likes is best practices. But, the key here is as they have these hearings people do get a little upset because
they do put easement on their properties to go out there and work. Moore has heard things of coming out once a year to mow along the easement
only is not sufficient because the ditches under their control are not being maintained. So, when he heard that they don’t have much say over it,
he just wanted to reiterate what they talked about prior and that it was good to hear you are working with the Engineer’s office and coming up
with some best practices so that in the future when they have these ditch hearings, the best question they should ask is when you maintain this
ditch, define definition of maintenance. Romancak said when these questions are asked of them and they are asked quite often when he has
conversations. Again, he is looking at the maintenance of the ditch from a strictly from a functional standpoint. You would never hire the County
to be your landscaper. You would hire the County to maintain your infrastructure, roads and pipes. In fact, you don’t hire them, that is why you
pay your taxes and pay your fees and it is their responsibility. We look at them as customers to make sure that ditch will function. But if someone
is looking at it as their front yard they could not afford to do that. But, they do make sure that and want to make clear for everybody. Moore said
the flow of water. Romancak said yes and if there is an issue they do send someone out; Lynn, Matt or him and he falls in the ditches and try to
understand what is going on and come up with different solutions. Example would be, they just got a call on King Kobelt and looks like maybe a
small tornado, thinks there were 10 of them that hit Northeast Ohio with that storm and there are a lot of trees down in a section of King Kobelt
ditch that they are responsible to maintain. He said Lyn went out and she took pictures and they are in the process now putting a scope of work
together to get a contractor out to get the trees removed.

Moore asked how long it would take for him and Engineers office to come up with a plan? Romancak said they have been working and
Y4 way so by time they go out for bid should be about 3 months or so should have it pretty much tidy. Moore said when you say tight, that will
have the definition of who is responsible and there is a rotation for each and every ditch in the county that is responsible for. Romancak said
right. Moore said in 3 months you should have a nice rotation plan for them, correct? Romancak said they already started those conversations,
well pretty much through them. One of the recommendations they made was for some of the ditches in some locations were there is not a lot of
vegetative growth because they are in shaded areas, they will do the inspections annually but will not waste money to send someone out to mow
when it is not growing. Romancak said it is better to put their resources where needed rather than to say they will move every year but if it is not
needed they won’t do it or if something is needed that is where they will put their resources. Moore said again, nobody really cares about ditches
until you have a rain like last Wednesday and Thursday, Romancak said exactly. Moore said he did receive quite a few calls and thanked him for
answering those, Romancak said you are welcome.

Riddell asked if they can take a look at the process here and define what is normal, regular, whatever maintenance is and see how much
work it will be on an annual basis? Because in his short time here, it seems like we react when it becomes a $200,000 to $2 million project, but it
seems like they can do a lot more with smaller responses, smaller bids that can be given out quicker and don’t have to wait until design and
engineering to clean something, he would hope. Romancak said yes and no. Your experience thus far is stuff that is outside the system that they
are bringing in and so this is stuff that has never been improved. With that being said, there are some ditches that might be not as bad as and
already have plans and trying to get all those into a GIS so they are readily available, so they know what the existing flow lines are and what they
are trying to get to. Those are some of the struggles that they have had and looking at projects that were lead by Soil & Water in 1950, County
Engineer in 1960 and some combination of such in 1970 and some people have agreements and some portions never went forward and some
portions did, so they are trying to piece together everything and with Lyn and her people and engineer better understanding of the projects,
easements, locations and access points. So they have done a lot of mapping improvements working with all staff. Riddell said the definition
drives the bus and have to do this maintenance, clearing or whatever it is and some could be done by staff if they were able to ramp up and be
more responsive and not have to go through he 5-8 month bidding process. Romancak said correct. Riddell said and be more responsive and keep
these projects in line than waiting until they look like the sighting of the next Rambo movie. Romancak said mowing is something that can be
done easily but looking at some they would have to hire operators and to get a good operator working in peoples yards you need experience and
with experience comes good pay. Then we have to make sure they keep them busy for 2,080 hours per year. Romancak said he understands and
these are all the things that they have been looking at and questioning their selves like you have heard in some of their meetings. Riddell said the
good operator that needs the good pay is the same operator that they would hire for the $2 million project. Romancak said absolutely. Riddell
said why don’t we hire them earlier to avoid the problem. Moore said he appreciates him being proactive on this and answering these questions.
So, maybe sometime in December he will ask for a completed maintenance schedule on all the county ditches and he appreciates that.

Moore said there are no owners here.
Moore moved, seconded by Riddell to close the hearing. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes; All Moore, Riddell &

Hung / Nays: none.
Motion carried. (discussion was held on the above)
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RESOLUTION NO. 23-608

In the matter of adopting a Lorain County Stormwater )
Management Drainage District Improvement known as)
Cobb Ditch Drainage Improvement within the Lorain ) August 29 2023
County Drainage District )

WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. Chapter 6117, the Lorain County Board of Commissioners (“the Board”) previously established a “drainage
district” known as the Lorain County Stormwater Management Drainage District (“Drainage District™) to exercise all powers and duties relating
to drainage facilities improvements under R.C. Chapter 6117; and

WHEREAS, the Board caused the Lorain County Sanitary Engineer to prepare a General Plan of Drainage (“General Plan™) for the
Drainage District; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the General Plan, the Board may acquire, construct, maintain, and operate, within the Drainage District,
drainage facilities improvements that the Board determines to be necessary and appropriate; and

WHEREAS, such drainage facilities improvements may be acquired, constructed, maintained, and operated for the collection, control, or
abatement of waters originating or accumulating in, or flowing in, into, or through, the Drainage District; and

WHEREAS, Lorain County Board of Commissioners Res#23-511 on July 14, 2023 accepted the recommendation of the Drainage District
to remove sediment from approximately 1,174 If of Cobb Ditch, treat for invasive plan species, remove log jams and obstructions and restore
slopes where necessary. Cleaning out built up sediment in culvert under Butternut Ridge Road and install access for maintenance of the ditch and
scheduled a hearing for today August 29, 2023 at 4:30 p.m.; and

WHEREAS, the location of said project begins at the southern edge of Echoing Hills Village, 45970 Butternut Ridge Road, Oberlin, Ohio
44074 and following the Cobb Ditch north towards the northern edge of the property.

WHEREAS, the Board, having reviewed the proposed Cobb Ditch Improvement Project and having previously determined that:

(1) it is necessary to be constructed in accordance with the General Plan; and

(2) declared that Cobb Ditch Improvement Project is necessary for the preservation and promotion of the public health and welfare; and

(3) that special assessments will not be levied and collected to pay for any part of the cost of the proposed Cobb Ditch Improvement
Project.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby approves and adopts the drainage facilities improvement, Cobb Ditch Improvement Project;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board hereby amends the General Plan to reflect and include the Cobb Ditch Improvement
Project.

NOW, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby authorizes the issuance or incurrence of public obligations for the improvement, and
authorizes the expenditure of the funds required for its acquisition or construction and hereby proceeds with the improvement.

Moore moved, seconded by Hung to adopt Resolution. Upon roll call the vote taken thereon, resulted as: Ayes; All Moore, Hung &
Riddell / Nays: none.

Motion carried. (discussion was held on the above)

JOURNAL ENTRY

Moore said so on the 6117, good advertisement of how much work you did? Peltz said there are 5 days or 7 calendar days. Moore said 5
business days. Moore said go out to bid in 5 days and said this is a lot of work and thanked him.

(discussion was held on the above)

B OTHER BUSINESS:

#1. JOURNAL ENTRY

Amend Res#23-546, adopted August 1, 2023 declaring it necessary to levy a tax in excess of the ten mill limitation for the operation of the
county 911 system pursuant to ORC 5705.19 (BB) that will be on the November 7, 2023 for 5 years for .50 mills, commencing in 2023, due in
2024. Amendment is to reflect the recent changes in ORC 5705.03 adding additional language as to what the county auditor estimates this
additional tax will collect annually

Moore moved, seconded by Riddell. Clerk called for discussion.

Moore said this came back from the Secretary of State and they already passed this once. But, they had to clean it up a little bit so it
would be allowable on the ballot and have no issues. That is why you see 2 amendments on here.

Following resolution was adopted:












